
	
VOICES	BOARD	MEMBERS	
Albert	Farias,	Chairperson		
Jaime	Rabb,	Vice	Chairperson	
Vacant,	Corresponding	Secretary	
Ingrid	Guevara,	Parliamentarian		
Kaamil	Benoit	Recording	Secretary		
Steven	Nieto,	Treasurer	
Parker	Rand,	At-Large	Rep	
Sally	Embrey,	Area	1	Rep	
Odalis	Perez,	Area	2	Rep	
Abasi	Patton,	Area	3	Rep	
Edward	Garren,	Area	4	Rep	
Sara	Zurita,	Non-Profit	Rep	
Kelvin	Guevara,	Education	Rep		
Anita	Gray,	Youth	Rep	
Vacant,	Housing	Advocate	Rep	

	

PLANNING	&	LAND	USE	
COMMITTEE	MEMBERS	
Parker	Rand	(Chair)	
Jaime	Rabb	(Board	Member)	
Albert	Farias	(Board	Member)	
Edward	Garren	(Board	Member)	
Javonne	Sanders	
Matthew	Crawford		
	
HEALTH	&	SAFETY		COMMITTEE	
MEMBERS	
Steven	Nieto	(Chair)	
Albert	Farias	(Board	Member)	
Jaime	Rabb	(Board	Member)	
Sawnia	House	

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	
“Special”	Joint	Board	&	Planning	&	Land	Use	and	Health	&	Safety	Committee	Agenda	

MINUTES	
Saturday,	June	27,	2020,	1:00PM-3:00PM	

	
Zoom	Meeting	Online	or	By	Telephone 

https://zoom.us/j/9203557482 
Dial	(669)	900-6833	to	Join	the	Meeting 
Then	Enter	This	Webinar	ID:	920	355	7482 

	
Out	of	an	abundance	of	caution	due	to	the	possible	attendance	and	participation	of	a	majority	of	Voices	Neighborhood	Council	
Board	Members	at	this	Special	Joint	Committee	meeting,	this	meeting	is	noticed	as	a	Special	Joint	Meeting	of	the	Committee	and	
the	Board,	in	adherence	with	the	State’s	Brown	Act.		No	action	will	be	taken	on	behalf	of	the	Board	at	this	meeting	of	the	
Committee.		Only	Committee	Members	are	allowed	to	vote.	
	

1. Call	to	Order	&	Introductions	–	1:05pm;	Board	Members	present:	A.	Farias,	J.	Rabb,	S.	Nieto,	P.	
Rand,	E.	Garren,	Committee	Members	present:	S.	House,	M.	Crawford,	J.	Sanders		

	
2. Public	Comment	on	non-agenda	items	(2	minutes	per	speaker)	–		E.	Garren	would	like	to	host	a	

Zoom	viewing	of	Sunshine	State.	
	

3. Approval	of	Minutes	from	Planning	&	Land	Use/Health	&	Safety	February	2020	meeting	–	
no	minutes	provided	

	
4. Metro	Rail	to	River	(R2R)/South	LA	Climate	Commons	project	(15	min)	

(report/discussion/possible	action	to	bring	full	board)		
There	is	a	budget	shortfall	for	the	project.	Recommendation	for	the	VoicesNC	Board	to	endorse	a	
letter	to	LA	County	Board	of	Supervisors	to	use	Measure	W	funds	to	fully	support	the	project	at	
$8.45	Million.	
Action	–	Motion	to	give	Eli	Lipmen	(President	of	The	Board	of	Neighborhood	Commissioners)	the	
below	items	(Green	space	for	storm	water	capture;	prevent	street	flooding/polluted	water;	plant	
trees	to	increase	canopy;	focus	on	porous	concrete	to	help	mitigate	run	off	water)	we	would	like	to	
see	included	in	the	endorsement	letter	to	LA	County	Board	of	Supervisors.		Request	Eli	Lippman	
and	Sherilyn	Correa	from	CD9	present	at	Voices	NC	general	board	meeting	in	July;	J.	Rabb	
motioned;	P.	Rand	second;	all	approved	unanimously.		
	

5. Conditional	Use	Permit	for	711	(Fig	and	54th	St.)	(15	min)	(report/discussion/possible	action	
to	bring	full	board)		
Case	ID:	ZA-2020-2673-CUB	
Address:	5401	S.	Figueroa	
Project:	Conditional	use	permit	for	sale	of	beer	and	wine	for	offsite	consumption.	
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Action	–Request	that	Yenise	Camacho	from	CD9	find	out	crime	data	around	this	711	store	and	
report	back	to	us.		Also	request	that	CUP	items	go	through	Voices	NC	for	consideration.	Motion	to	
invite	711	owners	to	present	at	Voices	NC	general	board	meeting	in	July			Eli	Lippman	and	
Sherilyn	Correa	from	CD9	present	at	Voices	NC	board	meeting	in	July;	J.	Rabb	motioned;	M.	
Crawford	second;	all	approved	unanimously.		
	

6. Demolition	of	4	units	and	build	31	unit	building	(15	min)	(report/discussion/possible	action	
to	bring	full	board)			
Case	ID:	DIR-2020-1822-TOC	
Address:	836-844	W.	42nd	Pl	(Between	Menlo	and	Hoover)	
Project:	Demolish	4	residential	units	and	add	31	units,	5	of	which	are	affordable	units.	
Action	–	E.	Garren	moves	that	we	recommend	Voices	NC	not	approve	the	TOC	project	because	of	
concerns	about	density;	lack	of	green	space	and	off-street	parking.	M.Crawford	second.		
P.	Rand	amended	the	motion	that	the	Planning	&	Land	Use	/Health	&	Safety	Committee	do	not	
support	this	project	and	there	is	no	recommendation	to	the	full	board.	Request	to	invite	the	
developers	to	the	next	committee	meeting.	J.	Rabb	second;	all	approved	unanimously.	
	

	
7. Demolition	of	car	wash	and	boba	to	build	gas	station	and	car	wash	(43rd	and	Vermont)	(15	

min)	(report/discussion/possible	action	to	bring	full	board)		
Case	ID:	ZA-2020-1863-CU-WDI	
Address:	4270,	4276,	4280	S.	Vermont;	975	W.	43rd	St.	
Project:	Demolition	and	new	construction;	1)	conditional	use	to	allow	new	automatic	car	wash;	2)	
24	hour	operation;	3)	less	than	50%	transparent	windows	fronting	43rd	St.;	4)	Relief	of	the	
requested	8	foot	street	dedication	and	improvements	on	Vermont	Ave	and	relief	of	the	requested	
25	foot	curb	radius.	
Action	–Motion	that	the	Planning	&	Land	Use/Health	&	Safety	Committee	recommend	that	Voices	
NC	not	support	the	project	due	to	environmental	impact	of	gas	emissions;	need	more	information	
why	the	existing	restaurant	is	closing,	etc.	and	invite	the	developers/owners	to	present	at	the	next	
committee	meeting.		Yenise	Camacho	from	CD9	stated	the	project	is	on	hold.	S.	House	motioned;	
M.	Crawford	second;	all	approved	unanimously.		
	
	

8. Tenants	rights	virtual	workshop	(15	min)	(report/discussion/possible	action	to	bring	full	
board)		
COVID-19-related	rights	and	protections	as	a	renter	in	the	City	of	Los	Angeles	with	legal	experts	
and	city	staff.	
Date:	TBD	(Mid	to	Late	July)	
Action	–	Motion	that	Voices	NC	approve	the	request	for	the	Health	&	Safety	Committee	hold	a	
Tenants	Right	virtual	workshop	as	soon	as	possible	since	the	moratorium	on	evictions	deadline	is	
July	31,	2020.	S.	Nieto	motioned;	P.	Rand	second;	all	approved	unanimously.		
	

	
9. Request	for	future	agenda	items	-	M.	Crawford	said	Vermont/Slauson	Econ	Development	is	

helping	small	business	create	commercial	kitchens	for	small	business	to	promote	healthy	eating.	
Current	rates	for	cloud	kitchen	are	too	high	(approx..	$3,000-7,000	per	month)	and	small	
businesses	aren’t	able	to	afford	them.		Would	like	to	agendize	on	the	next	committee	meeting	a	
discussion/possible	impact	statement	that	Voices	NC	general	board	support	these	spaces	in	South	
LA.		

	
10. 	Adjourn	at	3:14pm	

	



In	conformity	with	the	Governor's	Executive	Order	N-29-20	(March	17,	2020),	and	due	to	public	health	concerns	and	directives	issued	
by	the	Mayor	of	Los	Angeles	and	Los	Angeles	County	Public	Health	Department	regarding	reducing	the	spread	of	COVID-19,	meetings	
of	the	VoicesNC	will	be	conducted	entirely	by	video	conference	or	telephonically.	This	will	be	effective	starting	May	1,	2020	and	will	
continue	during	the	period	in	which	state	or	local	public	health	officials	have	imposed	or	recommended	social	distancing	measures. 
 
PUBLIC	INPUT	AT	NEIGHBORHOOD	COUNCIL	MEETINGS	 
The	public	is	requested	dial	*9,	when	prompted	by	the	presiding	officer,	to	address	the	Board	on	any	agenda	item	before	the	Board	
takes	 an	 action	 on	 an	 item.	 Comments	 from	 the	 public	 on	 agenda	 items	 will	 be	 heard	 only	 when	 the	 respective	 item	 is	 being	
considered.	Comments	from	the	public	on	other	matters	not	appearing	on	the	agenda	that	are	within	the	Board’s	jurisdiction	will	be	
heard	during	the	General	Public	Comment	period.			Please	note	that	under	the	Brown	Act,	the	Board	is	prevented	from	acting	on	a	
matter	that	you	bring	to	its	attention	during	the	General	Public	Comment	period;	however,	the	issue	raised	by	a	member	of	the	public	
may	become	 the	 subject	of	 a	 future	Board	meeting.	Public	 comment	 is	 limited	 to	3	minutes	per	 speaker,	unless	adjusted	by	 the	
presiding	officer	of	the	Board. 
 
NOTICE	TO	THE	PUBLIC 
The	City	of	Los	Angeles	Code	of	Conduct	will	be	enforced	to	ensure	the	Voices	Neighborhood	Council	meetings	are	collaborative,	
supportive,	and	respectful	of	divergent	opinions.		 
 
QUORUM 
The	Voices	Neighborhood	Council	has	14	elected	positions	and	one	nominated	position.		The	Voices	Neighborhood	Council	must	
have	eight	members	present	for	quorum	to	conduct	official	business. 
 
PUBLIC	POSTING	OF	AGENDAS	–	Neighborhood	Council	agendas	are	posted	for	public	review	as	follows: 
• Vermont	Square	Library	Front	Door,	1201	W.	48th	St.		
• www.voicesnc.org		
• You	 can	 also	 receive	 our	 agendas	 via	 email	 by	 subscribing	 to	 L.A.	 City’s	 Early	 Notification	 System	 at	

https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions		
	
AMERICANS	WITH	DISABILITIES	ACT	(ADA)	 
As	a	covered	entity	under	Title	II	of	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act,	the	City	of	Los	Angeles	does	not	discriminate	on	the	basis	of	
disability	and,	upon	request,	will	provide	reasonable	accommodation	to	ensure	equal	access	to	its	programs,	services	and	activities.	
Sign	language	interpreters,	assistive	listening	devices	and	other	auxiliary	aids	and/or	services,	may	be	provided	upon	request.	To	
ensure	availability	of	services,	please	make	your	request	at	least	3	business	days	(72	hours)	prior	to	the	meeting	you	wish	to	attend	
by	emailing	VoicesNC90037@gmail.com	Note:	for	TTY/TDD	services,	please	refer	to	state	provided	services	at	
https://ddtp.cpuc.ca.gov/homepage.aspx.	Zoom	meetings	feature	closed	captioning	functionality.	 
 
PUBLIC	ACCESS	OF	RECORDS 
In	compliance	with	Government	Code	section	54957.5,	non-exempt	writings	that	are	distributed	to	a	majority	or	all	of	the	board	in	
advance	of	a	meeting	may	be	viewed	at	the	scheduled	meeting.	In	addition,	if	you	would	like	a	copy	of	any	record	related	to	an	item	
on	the	agenda,	please	email	VoicesNC90037@gmail.com 
 
CONSIDERATION	AND	GRIEVANCE	PROCESS	 
For	information	on	the	Voices	NC’s	process	for	board	action	reconsideration,	stakeholder	grievance	policy,	or	any	other	procedural	
matters	related	to	this	Council,	please	consult	the	Voices	NC	Bylaws.	The	Bylaws	are	available	at	our	Board	meetings	and	at	
https://VoicesNC.org. 
 
SERVICIOS	DE	TRADUCCION 
Si	requiere	servicios	de	traducción,	favor	de	avisar	al	Concejo	Vecinal	3	días	de	trabajo	(72	horas)	antes	del	evento.	Por	favor	
contacte	a	Jaime	Rabb,	Vice	Chair,	por	correo	electrónico	a	Vicechair@voicesnc.org	para	avisar	al	Concejo	Vecinal. 
 
NOTICE	TO	PAID	REPRESENTATIVES 
If	you	are	compensated	to	monitor,	attend,	or	speak	at	this	meeting,	City	law	may	require	you	to	register	as	a	lobbyist	and	report	
your	activity.	See	Los	Angeles	Municipal	Code	§§	48.01	et	seq.	More	information	is	available	at	ethics.lacity.org/lobbying.	For	
assistance,	please	contact	the	Ethics	Commission	at	{213)	978-1960	or	ethics.commission@lacity.org. 
	
RALPH	M.	BROWN	ACT 
54954.2.	(a)	At	least	72	hours	before	a	regular	meeting,	the	legislative	body	of	the	local	agency,	or	its	designee,	shall	post	an	agenda	
containing	a	brief	general	description	of	each	item	of	business	to	be	transacted	or	discussed	at	the	5	meeting,	including	items	to	be	
discussed	in	closed	session.	A	brief	general	description	of	an	item	generally	need	not	exceed	20	words.	The	agenda	shall	specify	the	



time	and	location	of	the	regular	meeting	and	shall	be	posted	in	a	location	that	is	freely	accessible	to	members	of	the	public.	If	
requested,	the	agenda	shall	be	made	available	inappropriate	alternative	formats	to	persons	with	a	disability,	as	required	by	Section	
202	of	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act	of	1990	(42	U.S.C.	Sec.	12132),	and	the	federal	rules	and	regulations	adopted	in	
implementation	thereof.	The	agenda	shall	include	information	regarding	how,	to	whom,	and	when	a	request	for	disability-related	
modification	or	accommodation,	including	auxiliary	aids	or	services	may	be	made	by	a	person	with	a	disability	who	requires	a	
modification	or	accommodation	in	order	to	participate	in	the	public	meeting. 
 
REMOVAL	WARNING 
In	the	event	that	any	meeting	is	willfully	interrupted	by	a	group	or	groups	of	persons	so	as	to	render	the	orderly 
conduct	of	such	meeting	unfeasible	and	order	cannot	be	restored	y	the	removal	of	individuals	who	are	willfully 
interrupting	the	meeting,	the	members	of	the	legislative	body	conducting	the	meeting	may	order	the	meeting	room	cleared	and	
continue	in	session.	Only	matters	appearing	on	the	agenda	may	be	considered	in	such	a	session. 
Representatives	of	the	press	or	other	news	media,	except	those	participating	in	the	disturbance,	shall	be	allowed	to 
attend	any	session	held	pursuant	to	this	section.	Nothing	in	this	section	shall	prohibit	the	legislative	body	from 
establishing	a	procedure	for	readmitting	an	individual	or	individuals	not	responsible	for	willfully	disturbing	the 
orderly	conduct	of	the	meeting. 
Government	code	Section	54957.9 
 
DISRUPTION	OF	MEETINGS 
Any	person	who	interferes	with	the	conduct	of	a	Neighborhood	Council	meeting	by	willfully	interrupting	and/or 
disrupting	the	meeting	is	subject	to	removal.	A	Peace	Officer	may	be	requested	to	assist	with	the	removal	by	the	Neighborhood	
Council. 
 
Any	person	who	resists	removal	by	a	Peace	Officer	is	subject	to	arrest	and	prosecution.  Penal	Code	Section	403,	Penal	Code	Section	
602.1(b) 
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WHEREAS the Los Angeles City Charter mandated certified Neighborhood Council and Community Council 
system of the City of Los Angeles represents grass roots democracy within our city; and 
 
WHEREAS a portion of bills going through the State Legislature have a direct impact on RVNC stakeholders 
and thereby fall under the jurisdictional purview of the RVNC; and 
 
WHEREAS the recently introduced slate of 9 legislative bills to the California State Legislature, as written and in 
general, constitutes top down pen stroke planning measures completely or in part removing land use and 
planning authority within large portions of the City of Los Angeles thereby elimination of this authority clearly 
abolishes local input by the city and its stakeholders into land use planning, and therefore constitutes an attack 
upon local independence and democracy, upon our neighborhoods, and upon the LA City certified 
Neighborhood Councils and Community Councils; and 

 
WHEREAS it is reported the City of Los Angeles has enough zoning capacity to house an additional 7,100,000 
people without having to upzone a single parcel; 
 

“The last time the City of Los Angeles calculated its un-tapped zoning capacity, for the 
2006 General Plan Framework, it determined that the full buildout population of Los 
Angeles would be 7.1 million people, based on existing zoning.”1 

 
Given the passage of a city Transportation Orientated Communities (TOC) ordinance, the existing zoning 
capacity could be as high as 9,000,000 people; and 
 
WHEREAS it is estimated the current population growth rate is 0.32% annually2, which means at the current 
rate, the city would not reach its maximum capacity (7.1 million/9 million) for decades; and 
 
WHEREAS the need for open space has been proven with respect to the health and well-being of the citizens of 
the City of Los Angeles3; and 

 
WHEREAS, per the housing advocate organization Livable CA4, the list of these 9 bills and their detrimental 
nature are as follows: 
 

SB 1120 (by Scott Wiener and Toni Atkins):  Crushes single-family zoning in California, a 
threat to 8 million homeowners at all income levels. State Sen. Scott Wiener has called 
yards and single-family homes “immoral.”  SB 1120 allows 4 market-rate homes where a 
single home now stands (theoretically it allows 8 units, if cities have local “granny flat” 
laws). Requires NO affordable units. Clearly opens California to speculation frenzy. 
 
SB 902 (by Scott Wiener):  Allows a majority on any city council to overturn voter-

                                                
1 https://citywatchla.com/index.php/2016-01-01-13-17-00/los-angeles/16371-five-myths-accelerating-la-s-race-to-the-bottom 
2 https://www.citywatchla.com/index.php/cw/los-angeles/14042-elusive-population-growth-in-the-city-angels 
3 https://journalistsresource.org/studies/environment/cities/health-benefits-urban-green-space-research-roundup/ 
4 https://www.livablecalifornia.org/9-bad-bills-sb-1120-sb-902-sb-1085-sb-995-and-ab-725-ab-1279-ab-2345-ab-3040-ab-3107/ 
 

 
 Resolution Regarding 9 State Land Use Bills 

 

July 21, 2020 
 

Rachael Rose Luckey, President  |  Ronee Reece, Vice President 
KeAndra Cylear-Dodds, Treasurer  | Lara Morrison, Secretary 

Nathaniel Singer, Student Youth Rep | Uver Santa Cruz, Tenants Rep 
Quazi Huda, Community Interest Rep | Philip Armstrong, At Large Rep 

Alex Frazier, Business Rep | David Hourin, Community Organization Rep 
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approved ballot measures that protect open space, shorelines and other lands — killing a 
108-year-old California voter right. AND allows any city council to rezone “any parcel” to 
10-unit luxury apartments, overriding all other zoning including single-family, and inviting 
gentrification into older, diverse, multi-family areas. Requires NO affordable units. Clearly 
opens California to speculation frenzy. 
 
SB 995 (by Wiener and Atkins):  Slashes the number of affordable units developers must 
build to qualify for large “fast-track” apartment complexes that get around the 
environmental protection law, CEQA. Currently, a “fast-track” building can ignore CEQA 
only if a developer offers 49% of units as affordable. SB 995 slashes the 49% to just 15%, 
allowing huge buildings but SEVERELY CUTTING the legislature’s commitment to 
affordable housing. 
 
SB 1085 (by Nancy Skinner):  Currently, developers are rewarded a 35% increase in 
apartment building size —  a “Density Bonus” — if 40% of the units in the building are 
affordable to moderate-income households. SB 1085 slashes to just 20% the required 
moderate-income units, allowing huge buildings but CUTTING IN HALF the legislature’s 
commitment to affordable housing.  
 
AB 725 (by Buffy Wicks and Scott Wiener): A severe threat to more than 300 cities who 
have not attracted enough housing to hit state-ordered growth targets known as “RHNA.” 
AB 725 would bring density and upheaval to single-family, duplex, and multi-family areas, 
whose residents have never even heard of “RHNA.” “RHNA” was once a helpful growth-
forecasting tool, but is now used (especially by Scott Wiener) as a state weapon to force 
excessive density on communities. 
 
AB 1279 (by Richard Bloom): IF this radical bill became law, an obscure state committee 
would ONLY THEN identify neighborhoods as “Opportunity Zones” where 50-unit to 120-
unit apartment buildings could be built, ignoring local zoning as long as affordable units 
are included. For developers who don’t want to provide affordable units, the bill lets them 
pay a woefully insufficient “in lieu” fee —  then build profitable 10-unit luxury apartments. 
All without a single hearing.  
 
AB 2345 (by Lorena Gonzalez and David Chiu):  Allows developers to add 50% in 
“Density Bonus” size to a building if they agree to provide more affordable housing units 
than are now required under “Density Bonus.” To create huge buildings, developers would 
be allowed to ignore most well-planned city controls on height, open space such as 
courtyards, parking, design review, building setbacks, side yards, trees, sustainable 
materials and other local standards. 
 
AB 3040 (by David Chiu):  It’s a “Sophie’s Choice”: Cities can choose to comply with AB 
3040 by sacrificing single-family homes older than 15 years — think South L.A., East L.A., 
and diverse older suburbs — to satisfy state growth dictates known as “RHNA.” OR cities 
can refuse to comply with AB 3040 and try to meet the growth dictates by relying on the 
state Density Bonus program. Stay with us here, folks: Unfortunately, the Density Bonus 
program is a FAIL, preventing cities from approving even close to the number of 
affordable units required by “RHNA.” 300 cities won’t make the “RHNA” deadlines. When 
cities fail, a divisive and punitive law by Scott Wiener, SB 35, will let developers ignore 
many local zoning rules to build as they wish. 
 
AB 3107 (by Richard Bloom and Phil Ting): Wreaks height havoc by allowing tall 
apartments where cafés, shops or businesses now stand, even if adjacent to homes. The 
new apartments would contain 20% affordable units. Each city faces a different fate — the 
bill arbitrarily upzones to the tallest height now allowed in commercial or residential areas 
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½ mile away. In L.A. it means 9-story apartments citywide. It wipes out a citywide 
residential 30-foot height limit in Manhattan Beach to allow 99 feet. In the working-class 
Latino and Black suburb of Inglewood, the 75′ maximum for commercial towers could 
quickly spread to neighborhood shops. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the RVNC strongly urges the Los Angeles City Council to bring a motion 
forward and to vote with haste to OPPOSE this slate of 9 CA state legislative bills, add opposition to these bills 
to its legislative agenda, and to vigorously lobby CA state legislators to vote no on these bills. 

 
 

 
PRESENTED BY: Rachael Rose Luckey 

       
       SECONDED BY: Uver Santa Cruz

     
  YES: X   NO: X   ABSTAIN: X   ABSENT: X   INELIGIBLE: X 

 
                                ON THIS DATE: July 21,2020 
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